THE NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER ANGLICAN COUNCIL
Charles Loban
c/o General Synod Office

Chair
Box Q190, QVB PO

Tom Slockee
Sydney NSW 1230 

Secretary
Telephone c/o 02 9265 1525

May 2004

Dear Colleagues, Friends and Supporters

It is a great pleasure to acknowledge your continued support with prayers and gifts for the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council.  At this time it is especially important for members of NATSIAC to be encouraged by the prayers and encouragement of all members of the Anglican Church in Australia.

Enclosed is the material prepared by Faith Communities for Reconciliation, and the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ecumenical Commission of the National Council of Churches in Australia (NATSIEC/NCCA).  Two of our members meet with other Indigenous representatives from the member churches of the NCCA each year.  We hope you will use these resources during the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation, 27 May to 3 June  - or during NAIDOC Week in July.  (If you would like extra copies please email or phone the NCCA – jsmith@ncca.org.au, 1800 025 101.)

Thank you for helping us to be able to meet together once each year.  Last year we met in Perth for the first time and the members of the Diocese of Perth very generously funded our accommodation and costs whilst we were there.  There is some information about the meeting included here.

In the 12 years since we first met we have appreciated the support from the General Synod, the Anglican Board of Mission, Bush Church Aid Society, Church Missionary Society and the National Home Mission Fund, the Aboriginal and Islander Commission of the Australian Council of Churches (now NATSIEC/NCCA), many dioceses and parishes and individuals.  Thank you all.

This has enabled us to express our voice, as of right, within the General Synod, in diocesan synods and in local parishes and communities.  We’d be grateful if you would convey our greetings and appreciation to everyone – and encourage Indigenous participation as widely as possible in the life of our church and nation.

And our General Synod members. Bishops James Leftwich and Saibo Mabo, the Reverends Salatelu Joe and Gloria Shipp, and Vivienne Sahanna and James Salee, will gather with other diocesan members at the General Synod in Fremantle in October.  Please pray for our participation in this important General Synod.

With good wishes and prayers

Charles Loban

Chair

